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The Workers Arts & Heritage
Centre

was started by an ambitious and dynamic
group of labour historians, artists, and union
and community activists who saw a need
for a community museum that could
celebrate the history of working people.
Over the years, we have expanded our vision
of work to include both paid and unpaid
work, and to be as inclusive as possible of
the experiences and histories of the least
visible work and workers. We are Canada'’s
only labour history museum and
multidisciplinary art centre. Located in
Hamilton, Ontario, we maintain deep local
ties while upholding a national mandate and
telling national stories.




Why We Need You

Only 30-35% of WAHC's operational funding comes from public
sources. And each year, funding gets more and more difficult to
secure.

Unrestricted support in the form of donations from supporters
like you help with building repairs, utilities, staffing costs, care
for our permanent collection and maintenance of our heritage
exhibits, and the development of regular community
programming. Our Centre is people powered, and our longevity
depends on contributions of all sizes.

Your financial support is vital in helping to fulfill our mission to
bring together and celebrate ALL working people (paid and
unpaid) through art, history, and culture.




5 Ways to Support Us

Encourage an Honorary Donation

Do you have friends or colleagues who want to make a
charitable donation in your honour?

Demonstrate your commitment to preserving the history and
culture of working people by directing them to WAHC.
Charitable donations in honour of colleagues and loved ones
are recognized in our annual impact report.

Host An Event

From community screenings and bowling or golf
tournaments to bake sales, supporter-led events are great
ways to fundraise.

Have an event idea and need our support? Please reach out to
explore how your community event can help WAHC thrive.

Fundraise Through Your Small
Business

Do you admire the work we do? Consider donating time-
limited proceeds from your business to WAHC as a one-
time or annual donation.

Helpful hint: Labour Day and May Day are excellent calendar
dates to leverage for your fundraising efforts.




In-Kind Donations (aka The
Solidarity Shopping List)

Every year, WAHC benefits from in-kind donations of
all sizes. We have a wish list of items that will help us
enhance engagement and ensure accessibility. Areas
of need include new or gently used technology
(iPads, flatscreen monitors) and new museum
furniture (benches, chairs, folding tables, children’s
furniture).

At our annual fundraiser, the SAM Lawrence Dinner,
silent auction prizes are key to us reaching our
financial goals. Donations of prizes from our
Solidarity Shopping List help us support small and
BIPOC-owned businesses and artists that we admire,
both in our community and nation-wide.

Online Donations

Online fundraising via Facebook, Instagram and Canada
Helps is a great way to amplify our mission and direct
those passionate about the history and culture of working
people to WAHC!

Setting up a fundraiser through these platforms is simple.
Share your story of why WAHC is special to you as the
basis of your online appeal.



Testimonials

Auction Prizes

“| wanted to support (this year's) SAM Lawrence Dinner even though | could not attend. It was
a pleasure to purchase handmade ceramics made by artisans in the West Bank from an
Ottawa-based Palestinian-owned business as an auction prize.

| was excited to hear that they sold in the auction, with $260 going to WAHC. | was able to
support two things important to me at once.”

- Despina Fotiadis, WAHC Member

Honorary Donation

“My sister-in-law lives abroad. We are all at a point in our lives where we want to
acknowledge each others' birthdays, but don't need more "stuff.” We've developed a
practice of donating to things in our local communities that we each care about. That's
how her birthday donations to WAHC came about. It's a way to show she's thinking of me
when we are far away, and (have people) support the things in my community that | love.”

- Stephanie Ross, WAHC Member

Hosting an Event

“I love WAHC and what they do but don't have a lot of disposable income. (My) film
fundraiser was an attempt to raise some money with an event that aligned with the
museum’s mandate.

“We did the logistical stuff ourselves (tickets, advertising, film rental), but were fortunate
that the wonderful staff and volunteers at WAHC were able to help put on a sold-out event
in the Main Gallery. It was all surprisingly easy and we hope to do another film night in the
coming year.”

- Greg Smith, WAHC Member



Reach out to explore how we can support
your efforts!

Tara Bursey, Executive Director
tara@wahc-museum.ca

Cayley James, Outreach and Development Specialist
cayley@wahc-museum.ca
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