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Ontario Workers Arts and Heritage Centre

GRAND OPENING

November 8 - 10, 1996

O/ R R Y ‘ 51 Stuart Street, Hamilton

Workers Art§ and Heritage Centre
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	2025 Annual report
	WAHC founders in front of Custom House, 1996.
	Back Row:  Rosemary Donegan, Grace Hartman, Moira Armour, Franca Iacovetta Middle Row:  Craig Heron, Ed Thomas, D’Arcy Martin Front Row:  Karl Beveridge, Robert Storey
	Photo: Cees Van Gemerden
	2025:  WAHC TURNS 30
	Tara Bursey
	Photo: Ada Bierling

	What We Inherit  February 7 - April 12
	What We Inherit investigated how the legacies of family members’ occupations shape us through the art of artists Natalie Hunter and Heidi McKenzie.
	Ancillary Programming:
	Opening reception and artists’ walkthrough
	Steelworker Legacies: Objects and Stories storytelling event for steelworkers and their families
	Labour in the Body movement workshop with Heidi McKenzie and Alex Morgan
	Photo: Justine McCloskey



	In the Wake of Work: Asian Diasporas, Labour, and Living Memory May 9 - July 26, 2025
	Curated by Jojo Chooi-Harley, this exhibition featuring art by Holly Chang, mihyun maria kim and VALU CO-OP explored how Asian diasporic experiences are felt across generations.
	Ancillary Programming:
	Performance by mihyun maria kim
	Unions and Racism: Asiatic Exclusion League virtual program with visual artist, community, and union organizer Jonny Sopotiuk


	Thirty for Thirty September 12 - December 13, 2025
	Co-curated by Sylvia Nickerson and Tara Bursey, Thirty for Thirty featured 30 objects for WAHC’s 30th anniversary. The exhibition drew on our collection of labour heritage objects to reflect our organizational values of dignity, equity and solidarity.
	Ancillary Programming:
	Thirty for Thirty guided tour with Tara Bursey
	Michael DeForge on Contemporary Artist-Activism, a virtual talk moderated by Sylvia Nickerson
	Activist Printmaking workshop with Cleopatria Petersen



	CUPE/SCFP Gallery Exhibitions
	2025 Exhibitions Continued
	Steelworker Legacies February 7 - April 12
	In conjunction with What We Inherit, our Community Gallery featured a collection of objects from WAHC’s permanent collection related to steel work, documentation of the event Steelworker Legacies: Objects and Stories, and art created by community members with artist Heidi McKenzie.

	Parallel Histories  May 9 - July 26
	Curated by Florencia Berinstein, this exhibition marked the joint anniversaries of Toronto’s Mayworks Festival and WAHC through archival materials and ephemera.
	Ancillary Programs:
	Parallel Histories Storytelling Circle
	Tour and Zine Workshop with curator
	Florencia Berinstein and artist Sonali Menezes


	Custom House TIMELINE
	In 2025, WAHC commissioned a model of our historic home Custom House from artist Jo Johnson.
	Jo captured all the details that were common to Italiante buildings built in the mid-19th century. Now part of a permanent exhibit in the building’s former vault, visitors can learn more about the many lives of 51 Stuart St, prior to WAHC taking residence in 1995.

	Solidari-TEES September 12 - December 13
	Drawn from our permanent collection, Solidari-TEES was an opportunity to highlight the organizing and design power of the humble t-shirt.
	Within the labour movement, t-shirts help working people spread awareness. On a picket line or in a parade, workers wearing t-shirts are a powerful symbol of solidarity and unity.


	Artists-In-Residence: Love Intersections
	WAHC was pleased to welcome David Ng and Jen Sungshine of Love intersections as our 2025 Artists in Residence. Supported by the incite Foundation for the Arts, this program allows artists time and space to conduct research and connect with the WAHC community through socially-engaged practices.
	During their time at WAHC, Love Intersections fostered engagement through two workshops and investigated the history of Hamilton’s Chinese diaspora communities at the Hamilton Public Library’s Local History and Archives.
	Second Saturdays, our free monthly program for families, returned in 2025.
	The seven programs delivered from March to December offered drop-in activities led by guest artists with partner organizations.
	Workshops
	March:  Photo Collage with Heidi McKenzie April: Natural Dyes with Abedar Kamgari  May: Quilting with Holly Chang October: Personal Printmaking with Matt McInnes  November: Mural Arts with Luis Casas  December: Comic Arts with Sid Sharp
	Community Partners: Telling Tales, Welcome Inn, N2N Community Food  Centre


	Second Saturdays
	Highlights
	Off the Beaten Path
	WAHC is the proud home of Off the Beaten Path, a mapping project crafted by the students from the School of Labour Studies at McMaster University.
	Created for the course Work and Racism, student groups were tasked to creatively interpret local histories that engage with the stories and historical events of Hamiltonians through the lens of labour and race. The results included original music, an illustrated children’s book, and news broadcasts.

	HDLC Activist Award
	In 2025, WAHC was the recipient of an Activist Award from the Hamilton and District Labour Council.
	The Friend of Labour award recognizes an individual or group "(who) upholds the aims of the Labour Council by supporting the campaigns and rallies of the Labour Council and its affiliates, and engages with the Labour Council in political action, advocacy, and/or community building."
	It was an honour to be acknowledged this way. We look forward to many more years of collaboration with the HDLC!

	Youth Council
	In 2025, the Workers Arts and Heritage Centre’s Youth Council undertook a community research project where they collected stories and experiences of relocation and migration.
	The Council connected with community members to share stories about objects or mementos that hold significance within journeys of migration and resettlement. These stories found a home as a digital project called Migration Stories on WAHC’s website.
	Our 30th annual Sam Lawrence Dinner assembled our dynamic community of supporters from across labour and cultural worlds at LiUNA Station.
	MC’ed by board member Dr. Rob Kristofferson, the event featured the music from Cedar Sisters, Garrett Lajoie and Leah Lenin and was a joyful celebration of all things WAHC.

	The Condé Memorial Collection contains labour heritage objects and artworks donated to WAHC in 2024 by Karl Beveridge in memory of his partner in life and art, Carole Condé. Condé and Beveridge are renowned labour artists and two founding members of WAHC.
	The objects in this donation consist of historical objects relating to labour movements and unions in Canada, USA, Australia, England, and Norway. Together, the objects trace material histories of global union membership, campaigns, and labour movements from the 1880s to the present. They range from delegate ribbons from union conventions, dues booklets/receipts and union pin-back buttons to constitution booklets, commemorative objects, and much more.
	Digitized in 2024, this collection was launched for viewing on our website in early 2025 to mark our 30th anniversary year.

	Carole Conde Memorial Collection
	Work in Progress — a multi-phase redesign of WAHC’s long-term heritage exhibits — is a reimagining of how working people’s stories are told and who gets to tell them. After years of planning, this project’s launch helped our mark our 30th anniversary year.
	The labour “fightbacks” explored in this first installment of Work In Progress include collective actions like strikes, challenging racism and colonialism, and using art to make statements that push back against those in power. They illustrate how groups have challenged the status quo and organized for change across Canada, and across time.
	Work In Progress: FIGHTBACKS! includes contributions from community  curators Shawn Clarke and Stephanie Cormier of OPSEU Local 535, Mohawk  land defender, musician, filmmaker and educator Layla Staats, and  Vancouver-based artist Marlene Yuen. New phases of this project will roll  out in our 1st floor galleries until 2028.
	Supported By:
	The Atkinson Foundation


	Work in Progress: FIGHTBACKS!
	Testimonials
	"That WAHC has reached 30 years is exciting. That it is still vibrant and consequential is striking. A unique institution giving voice to an alternative cultural history. 30 years of a true celebration of working peoples’ lives and work."
	Karl Beveridge Labour Artist and WAHC Co-Founder
	Tommy Wu Professor, School of Labour Studies, McMaster University
	“WAHC is one of Hamilton’s most underappreciated cultural gems. Each year, when I bring a new cohort of students to present their Off the Beaten Path projects, many leave pleasantly surprised and deeply impressed by the space. The partnership with WAHC on the OTBP project reflects the values I care about most in education: collaboration, public engagement, and experiential learning. I look forward to continuing this rewarding partnership for years to come.”.
	Derek Blackadder WAHC Member, CLIFF Board Member and retired union staffer

	Julia Hamill Programs & Partnerships Director, Bike Share
	“The Workers Arts & Heritage Centre has been a fantastic partner to work with on our Labour History Bike Tours - going beyond the walls of the museum to reveal to riders the rich history of industry in Hamilton that we may have walked, ridden, or rolled by without ever noticing. They also provided an affordable, accessible, beautiful, and family-friendly venue to celebrate bike share’s annual birthday party with our community!”


	Public and Foundation Funders
	Union Supporters
	Visionary Supporters $7,500+
	Community Partner $2,500 - $7,499
	Organizational Ally $2,499 and under

	Organizational Supporters
	Individual Donors & Members
	Solidarity
	Supporting
	Sustaining


	Thank You To Our Supporters
	WAHC By the Numbers
	13 Partners
	3750 Visitors
	33 Artists
	16 Workshops, Performances and Screenings
	8  Exhibitions
	11  Family, Youth and  School Programs
	22  Talks and Tours
	8  Outreach  Engagements
	3 Virtual Programs
	Revenues $516,056
	Expenses $536,109


	People of WAHC
	STAFF
	VOLUNTEERS
	BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	“In 2016, I submitted an application for my first solo exhibition, After Gold Mountain, at WAHC.
	I was so surprised to be chosen! The hardworking team at WAHC supported me by allowing 18 months to create brand new artwork. At the time, this was a big deal as I was navigating a union job, a re-emerging art practice and parenting a young child. The artworks created at WAHC would go on to show at Campbell River, grunt gallery and the inaugural Chinese Canadian Museum.
	WAHC is incredibly unique; it supports artists, the community, workers, and families. I am so grateful to be a part of the WAHC community!”

	Marlene Yuen, Artist and Community Curator, Work In Progress

